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Where we meet 

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0466 136 434 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Presidents update 
 

 Fellow Rotarians 

 As I write, one month of 2010 has disappeared. This month has been somewhat 
busy with our rest and recreation activities for those of us who took a break, and 
as you would be aware, Rotary did not rest. As you would be aware, Rotary is 
providing significant assistance to the Victims of the Earth Quake in Haiti. Graeme 
Howieson with the Stomp committee have been preparing for the first Stomp of 
2010 while Elizabeth has been preparing the club program for February and 
beyond. This has added to pressures on funding which will be a challenge for the 
balance of this year and the next. Bill and others are quietly working in the 
background to secure funding from alternative sources to support our Angus 
down and West Timor projects among others.  

The Board will be meeting on Monday 8 February to consider plans for the rest of 
the year and to reflect on the year to date.  

Last meeting we celebrated Australia Day. Also Bill Andrews and Graeme 
Howieson provided a presentation on their trip to Japan to be with our sister club 
in the city of Nara who are celebrating their 25th anniversary.  

This Thursday will be of interest as Climate Change is the topic of the year. Our 
guest speaker, Lauren Waugh from the Australian Youth Climate Coalition will 
give us an interesting insight into one aspect of climate change. I urge you all to 
visit http://www.aycc.org.au/ to gain an understanding of the Australian Youth 
Climate Coalition and what it has achieved.  

9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ό!¸//ύΦ άAYCC 
is a coalition of Australia's largest youth organisations and over 50,000 young 
people from across Australia. Our mission to is build a generation wide 
movement to solve climate change before it's too late, through bringing about 
short term political impact and long term cultural change. 

Find out more about our campaigns here. Learn about the team behind the AYCC 
and the coalition on the 'About' page. If you like what you see, please sign up to 
stay involved, and also consider supporting us financially? You can find out how 
on the 'Donate'' page 

 

 

mailto:jmlittle@ozemail.com.au
mailto:bbrading@bigpond.net.au
mailto:mskjald@live.com
http://www.aycc.org.au/
http://www.aycc.org.au/projects/
http://www.aycc.org.au/about-us/
http://www.aycc.org.au/donate/
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The Previous Week 

 

Guest Speaker: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Co-ordinator 

 

November ς TBA 

 

 

2009  

We have completed an ambitious agenda in 2009. We have continued and 
expanded our comprehensive schools program, Switched On Schools; a national 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ά¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΤ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
youth climate summit, Power Shift (1500 youth); a national youth vote on climate 
mitigation targets, Youth Decide;  and we are sending a delegation of 20 young 
people to the Copenhagen climate negotiations.  We have also engaged in 
substantial amount of outreach activities including meeting with politicians from 
all sides of politics, meeting with prominent national and international figures, 
doing significant amount of media, as well as, speaking at numerous business and 
community events.  The AYCC has grown exponentially in 2009, our membership 
growing from 5000 to 50,000 young Australians.  This work was recognised with 
ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪǎƛŀ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 
Environmentalist of the Year to Co-Directors Amanda McKenzie & Anna Rose, and 
{ǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ hƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 9ƭƭŜƴ {ŀƴŘŜƭƭΩΦ 

I look forward to seeing you at ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ Rotary meeting.  

President John. 

Shelter Boxes: Haiti - Correspondences 

Dear Rotarians,  

Thank you to those that donated money on Thursday for an additional Shelter 

Box. We raised $800 plus pledges of another $150 for next week. Yesterday I 

mentioned what we were doing to my fellow agents at LJ Hooker and raised 

another $350.00. That means we are now on our way to a second Shelter Box!  

My purpose in writing today is to suggest that between now and next Thursday 

you take the opportunity to mention what we are doing in your own work places 

and see if we can add another $1100 before the next meeting. Deductions are tax 

deductible and what I found is that people are ready, willing and able to assist. 

One of the great things about Shelter Boxes is that we know that they will get to 

their intended destination, the money will not turn up in some crooks pocket and 

they are providing the most basic of needs, a roof over ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ head. I 

understand that 4,000 Shelter Boxes have either been delivered or are on their 

way to Haiti. I have added a link that you may wish to check out. 

http://www.shelterboxaustralia.com.au/userfiles/file/News%20Update%20-

%2015%20January%202010.pdf  

We do not need an elaborate fundraising scheme to help we just need to ask for 

help from those people in our community that we meet with on a day to day  

http://www.shelterboxaustralia.com.au/userfiles/file/News%20Update%20-%2015%20January%202010.pdf 
http://www.shelterboxaustralia.com.au/userfiles/file/News%20Update%20-%2015%20January%202010.pdf 
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Coming events and speakers: 

TBA 
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basis. They will appreciate the opportunity to assist but they need to be asked first.  

Good luck with your efforts.  

Regards  

Michael Rabey 

 
 

Dear Michael 

Great move.  Last Thursday I was scheduled for the International Toast but this was 
unfortunately missed due to a busy program.  The topic was to be Haiti, with the 
toast The RC of Port au Prince, the initial Club chartered in 1961. The reason I had my 
cheque ready for you was because following the Haiti toast I also had planned to seek 
Club contributions towards a Shelter Box for Haiti and am delighted you moved on 
this.  It is amazing just how fast Shelter Boxes are delivered ς just days.  

Shirley Braidwood said she wants to contribute and I have suggested she do this via 
our RC PO Box. Another related matter which may be of interest ς Wendy and I often 
visit the RC of Batemans Bay and 2 weeks ago we did so and had invited an old 
Australian friend who was staying with us and who has been living in Italy for 30 
years.  IŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ǎǎŜǊƎƛ ƴŜŀǊ [Ω!ǉǳƛƭŀ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
suffered a major earthquake last April and for 5 months was living in a Rotary 
Shelterbox tent (see photo).  Our Batemans Bay RC meeting was fundraising for a 
Shelterbox during which they raised enough cash for 2 SBs and subsequently one 
more 
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Contacts: Tony Brickwood 
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Marcel Skjald: 

mskjald@live.com 
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  Our friend Jeanette was asked to address BB RC on her experience and I have 
attached a copy which should be appearing in the Bay Post.  Of interest, the Shelter 
Box tents which came from UK were for 5 persons, whereas those we are funding 
hold 10 persons.  

Best wishes 

Keith 

Earthquake which shook central Italy on 6 April 2009 at 03:32 

hours 

It was a great honor for me to be invited to say a few words to the Rotary Club of 

Batemans Bay about my experience with the major earthquake which occurred in 

central Italy.  Rotary provided tremendous support especially through Shelter boxes 

within a few days of the disaster. 

At 03:32 hours on Monday, 6 April 2009 I was awakened abruptly by a rumbling 

roar and a terrible shaking movement.  The earthquake was later reported to have 

been 5.6 (or 5.7 ς to be confirmed) on the Richter scale.  It lasted for 23 seconds 

and was in three movements ς undulating, oscillating and rotating.  The noise was 

unbelievable. 

There had been two previous tremors, one the previous evening at about 22:30 

hours and one at 01:00 am  - both were over the magnitude of 4.  I had felt the one 

at 22:30 and having returned from a trip to Australia just one month before where 

there had been terrible bush fires in Victoria and coverage was given that the 

people were not all ready for evacuation, I decided to prepare my long coat, boots, 

hat, bag plus 2 cell phones, wallet etc. all on a chair outside the bedroom door ς but 

never dreaming that I would need them.  After all we had felt many little tremors 

over the many years that I have lived there.  The whole of central Italy is seismic. 

I precipitated outside my heart pounding ς there were very few people who are 

resident like me in the old part of the village.  I followed some voices in the dark 

and found some other residents who like me were in their pyjamas with a coat on 

top.  We made our way to the outside of the old village and got in cars where we 

proceeded to an open area near the cemetery (this same area later became our 

camp).  People from all the newer constructions outside the village all had the same 

idea and we all assembled there in cars. 

The next day cell phones were running hot and the emergency services started to 

arrive.  We all slept in cars for the next couple of nights. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mskjald@live.com
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Previous Week Rotary Meeting 

Summary: 

Rotary 28 Jan 2010 ς Meeting 

Summary: 

A packed program for the first 

formal meeting for 2010. 

The National Youth Science 

Forum Speaking on behalf of the 

five members who home hosted 

NYSF students the previous 

Sunday, John Grant gave a run-

down on a typical R&R day last 

Sunday for some very tired but 

delightful and enthusiastic Year 

11 students from around 

Australia. 

Japan: Graeme Howieson and 

Bill Andrews gave an illustrated 

account of their December visit 

to Japan together with George 

Scott and Bill's goddaughter, 

Georgia. The main event was 

the 25th Anniversary 

celebrations for our twinned 

Club, Heijokyo in Nara. When it 

comes to celebrations the 

Japanese don't do things by 

halves and it must have taken 

some stamina to accommodate 

the banquets, entertainment, 

speeches, karaoke and overall 

hospitality of the hosts. The 

Heijokyo Club clearly takes great 

pride in its long-standing link 

with Canberra Burley-Griffin and 

is looking forward to at least 

one exchange visit in 2010.  

 

Graeme, Bill, George and 

Georgia clearly made the most 

of their time in Japan with visits 
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Then a couple arrived from England from the Rotary UK and donated to Assergi 

about 50 tents of a capacity of 5 persons each.  We were terribly grateful and set 

about putting them up.  Some months later the couple from England came back to 

visit us again. 

I lived in the tent camp which was run by the Red Cross for 5 months up until the 

beginning of September 2009 when the camp was disassembled.  Red Cross teams 

came for a period of 2 weeks at a time.  The tents have now been put into storage so 

that in the event of need they are on hand. 

Over the months the tremors have reduced in their frequency and severity. 

The ground in the whole crater region is reported to have dropped an average of 25 

cms. 

Reconstruction times are lengthy.  Many anti-seismic blocks of flats have been 

erected to accommodate people who have lost their homes (about 15,000 people) 

and who qualify to be assigned these flats.  Alternatively, a lot of people have chosen 

to be subsidized (a small monthly subsidy) until they have been able to do the repairs 

to their homes.  The government has been extremely speedy in putting up these 

anti-seismic blocks of flats which are fully equipped with furnishings and household 

appliances. 

I was personally very gratified to be present and participate in a fund raising evening 

on Thursday 14 January 2010 organised by the Rotary Club of Batemans Bay which 

will result in the purchase of two Shelter boxes each capable of housing ten persons. 

Jeanette Milner 

Via Arco Portone, 22 

67100 Assergi (AQ) 

Italy 

www.jeanettemilner.net 

Friday 15 January 2010 
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Christmas Traditions Around the World  

 

 
Christmas in Denmark 

Christmas in Denmark is supposed to be when a mischievous elf called Nisse can have his fun. 
He is said to live in the lofts of old farmhouses and enjoys playing jokes. He wears gray woolen 
clothes, a red bonnet, red stockings and white clogs. Families leave him a bowl of rice pudding or 
porridge on Christmas Eve to keep his jokes within limits. Usually though he is kind and helpful 
helping out on the farms and being especially good to the children.  

Christmas Eve dinner begins with rice pudding that holds a magic almond inside. Whoever finds 
the almond receives a prize. They then have goose, red cabbage and browned potatoes. After 
that lots of pastries and cakes.  

The Danish tradition is the Christmas plate. This was a tradition in the early days where rich 
Danes gave plates biscuits and fruit as presents to their servants. These plates were the nicest a 

 

Graeme, Bill, George and 

Georgia clearly made the most 

of their time in Japan with visits 

to temples, a mountain spa 

resort, gardens and of course, 

shops. The trip concluded with a 

dramatic change of scenery with 

a four inch blanketing of snow. 

We are grateful to Graeme for 

the special Club Bulletin of 12 

January which gives a 

fascinating account, beautifully 

illustrated, of their whole 

experience in Japan.  

Haiti: 

Michael Rabey invited members 

to contribute to the purchase of 

a Rotary Shelter Box for Haiti ς 

additional to the support the 

Club has already given to the 

Shelter Box program. There was 

an immediate response and by 

next week it looks certain that 

we will reach the target. Thanks, 

Michael and also for you follow-

up, email.  
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. From: Michael Pedler [mailto:mwpedler@pedler.id.au]  
Sent: Sunday, 31 January 2010 8:07 PM 
To: Michael Pedler 
Subject: ROTARY: Earthquake in Haiti  

Dear Presidents,  

Re-sent message.  

Ciao,Michael  

Dear Presidents,  

Some brief information about Rotary and the Haiti earthquake support has been 
posted to the District website. Please follow this link:  

http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/rotary-service-projects/304.html  

Yours in Rotary Fellowship,  

Michael W Pedler (Julia)  

District Governor 2009 -10 

Rotary International  District 9710 Inc.  

Rotary Club of Canberra South Inc.  

 

Residence:   +61 2 6294 1004 

Mobile:   +61 416 170 004 

Email:   Michael.Pedler@pedler.id.au  

Mail:   PO Box 6161, CONDER   ACT   2906, Australia  

District Website:   http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au  

Club Website:   http://www.canberra -south -rotary.org.au  

 

 

mailto:Michael.Pedler@pedler.id.au
http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/
http://www.canberra-south-rotary.org.au/
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Notice to Rotarians: 

Please note that the Yacht Club 
has requested that we all join 
the Canberra Southern Cross 
Club, in order to comply with 
ACT Club laws relating to non-
members on Club premises.  
Otherwise difficulties may arise 
when ordering drinks etc.  Cost 
is $10 per year (less if over 65).  
In the interim, you can be 
signed in as a visitor, or just tell 
the Bartender you're attending 
a special Rotary function. 
  
Tony Brickwood 
Admin Director 

 

 

Dear Rotarians  

I have arranged for the program 
to be placed on the Club 
Intranet Site.  

Elizabeth Scrivener is managing 
the club program from here to 
30 June 2010. Would you please 
provide Elizabeth with any 
suggestions for guest speakers 
or club activities for inclusion on 
the program. The document will 
be updated regularly and placed 
on the Club Internet Site. 

YIR 

President John 
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The National Youth Science Forum 2010 
NYSF offers students from year 11 the unique opportunity to test drive careers in 

Science, Engineering and related disciplines. 

For 12 days 150 like minded students come together from all over Australia and 

overseas and live on campus at ANU  ( There are 2 of these camps held in Canberra 

and 1 in Perth )  

They meet range of scientists and researchers and visit them at their workplace and 

do the kinds of things they do every day. They debate the hottest topics in science 

and engineering and pick up valuable skills that will give them an advantage in year 

12 and beyond 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ that we will be 

successful next year. 

 NYSF Home Hosting 

A key function of each NYSF Rotary Program is for Rotarians to host two or more 

students at their home during the Sunday after their first week of the camp. This 

popular activity provides students with a relaxing day in a local home and enables them 

to unwind, and catch up on some sleep and some washing.  Home hosting provides 

many happy experiences for both students and Rotarians alike! 

This year we had 4 members of our club attend the NYSF reception on Thursday 

night, and then participate by home hosting Students on Sunday 24th  

Thanks to Steven McMillan, Tony and Bridget Brickwood, Warwick Bradney, John 

and Helen Grant for their contribution to this outstanding Youth program and their 

reports on their experiences.   

Steven: 

 Victoria (aged 6) and I hosted two young ladies for the day - Anni from the NSW 

Central Coast and Felicia from Perth, WA.  Both were in the biology stream of the 

NYSF, and were interested in careers in science. 

The day went well.  After picking Anni and Felicia up and returning to my flat, they 

spent the next hour working on presentations that they were going to give later in 

the week.  After that, they made good use of our washing machine (but no need to 

use the iron - they'd done as asked and brought only clothes that didn't need 

ironing).   
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They insisted on doing the dishes after lunch and dinner (using impeccable logic - the 

cook shouldn't have to wash up. I didn't argue).  The day flew by - they played games 

with Victoria while I cooked; at other times we talked about anything and everything, 

including: what I'd done at university; how assessment had changed over time; what 

subjects they would do in year 12; and how to trick children into eating vegetables.  

Felicia and Anni taught Victoria the shark and banana songs (which seem to be NYSF 

anthems this year).    

Warwick.   

I had said I would host 2 boys for Sunday lay day, because of my being a widower, 

living alone.  On the previous Thursday night reception, I was approached, first, by 2 

girls and a boy.  I said to them I was a lone male, but that was no problem to them, 

we arranged to meet on Sunday. 

I collected the trio on Sunday morning and drove home, where they attended to 

their laundry.   

They live in Melbourne suburbs and one of my families lives  in Melbourne.  My 

eldest grandchild, a boy, is the same age and is starting Year 12, in 2010.   

We had conversation of family matters, initially, but later on more substantive 

matters and current affairs, which I believe we all enjoyed.  They rested but did not 

sleep for most of the day and a resolution to have some exercise was not honoured, 

because of the heat. 

I served them some food they had not previously tasted and I believe they enjoyed 

their food. 

We arrived back at 8:30 and they thanked me. I was embarrassed by a gift, for I told 

them the pleasure was mine.  We parted after photographs. 

A day I very much enjoyed. 

Tony: 

 Our NYSF experience went well, being approached by two individuals, a guy and girl, 

who didn't know each other, so it had extra benefit for them.  We played Cluedo, 

watched tennis, and BBQ'd.  We agreed it would have been better to have a sit down 

meal Thursday night as a more effective ice-breaker.   
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Joke of the Month 

 

ñDarwinò 

 

One day the zoo -keeper 

noticed that the orangutan 

was reading two books - the 

Bible and Darwin's The 

Origin of Species. In 

surprise he asked the  ape, 

"Why are you reading both 

those books"?  

"Well," said the orangutan, 

"I just wanted to know if I 

was my brother's keeper or 

my keeper's brother."  
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John & Helen 

As we have done many times over the years we collected five students last Sunday 

morning from the ANU after their first week of activities ς young ladies from 

Adelaide and Bellingen and young men from Orange (2) and Wodonga. When we 

met them at the Rotary function the previous Thursday night little did they realise 

how much they would appreciate an R&R day at the half way point. 

The day's agenda: clothes washing, 'phoning home, sleeping, homework (preparing 5 

minutes talks), eating (salad lunch and barbeque dinner), an hour's walk along the 

lake, and much getting-to-know-you. They seemed much refreshed by the time we 

returned them to the ANU at 8.30pm after exchanging contact details and giving us 

some very thoughtful gifts from their home towns. It was good to see them ready for 

and enthusiastic about another week of NYSF. 

Ron:  Youth Committee  

Previous Week Rotary Meeting Summary: 

Rotary 28 Jan 2010 ς Meeting Summary 

A packed program for the first formal meeting for 2010. 

The National Youth Science Forum Speaking on behalf of the five members who 

home hosted NYSF students the previous Sunday, John Grant gave a run-down on a 

typical R&R day last Sunday for some very tired but delightful and enthusiastic Year 

11 students from around Australia. 

Japan 

Graeme Howieson and Bill Andrews gave an illustrated account of their December 

visit to Japan together with George Scott and Bill's goddaughter, Georgia. The main 

event was the 25th Anniversary celebrations for our twinned Club, Heijokyo in Nara. 

When it comes to celebrations the Japanese don't do things by halves and it must 

have taken some stamina to accommodate the banquets, entertainment, speeches, 

karaoke and overall hospitality of the hosts. The Heijokyo Club clearly takes great 

pride in its long-standing link with Canberra Burley-Griffin and is looking forward to 

at least one exchange visit in 2010.  

Graeme, Bill, George and Georgia clearly made the most of their time in Japan with 

visits to temples, a mountain spa resort, gardens and of course, shops. The trip 

concluded with a dramatic change of scenery with a four inch blanketing of snow. 

 

We are grateful to Graeme for the special Club Bulletin of 12 January which gives a 

fascinating account, beautifully illustrated, of their whole experience in Japan.  

 

Haiti 


