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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                 BULLETIN 12th January  2010  

 

 

Where we meet  

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0466 136 434 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies  

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Special άStop Press Editionέ 

Graeme HowiesonΩs 

Japanese Adventure 2009

 

Four Adventurers 

George Scott and I, followed by Bill Andrews with goddaughter Georgia headed 

off in December to participate in the 25th Anniversary celebrations for our 

twinned Club, Heijokyo, in Nara. We had opted to take cheap flights with JetStar 

and this gave us a taste of the budget travel domain with unwanted schedule 

changes and delays. 

Fortunately our hosts in Japan coped with all this. Mr. Sakauchi and Mr. Tsuji met 

us at Kansai airport (Osaka) driving us to Nara on both the Friday and Saturday 

ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ bŀǊŀ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻƭƭ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǘ 

familiar urban infrastructure including car dealers, fast food outlets and large 

specialty stores. 
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The Previous Week  

 

Guest Speaker: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Co -ordinator  

 

November ς TBA 

 

 

Our hotel in Nara, the LOHAS JR, was a new modern Japanese mid market 

establishment catering for mainly business travelers as well as us tourists. The 

rooms were compact but comfortable featuring a two piece molded plastic 

bathroom with all features including the multifunctional toilet seat. And yes 

there was an Onsen spa bath. 

Saturday involved some sightseeing to the classic Isuien Garden in Nara and to 

the giant Buddha at the Todaiji temple. On this and all other sightseeing trips we 

were accompanied by an English speaking guide, mainly from the local YMCA 

who have a volunteer service to provide such expertise. Hitoshi Yoshimura (Jin), a 

GSE team member who stayed with us in Canberra some 10 years ago, joined us 

for the afternoon as well. That night we were taken to a suburban location where 

we were treated to a traditional Sukiyaki dinner party (including huge platters of 

ŦƛƴŜƭȅ ǎƭƛŎŜŘ ²ŀȅƎǳ ōŜŜŦύ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ ōŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

basement. The local Club provided a translator for us to ensure we could 

participate fully. She was originally from Russia, now studying at Kyoto 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ {ǳŎƘ ƛǎ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳέΦ 

 

Coffee with interpreter 

 

The formal 25th anniversary ceremony was on Sunday. The local Club members 

spent the morning rehearsing and Georgia was dressed in her Kimono. George 

checked out the local coffee shops. He provided a calming influence on our 

travels ensuring we stopped regularly for tea and coffee breaks. We even 

experimented with the hot coffee vending machines, Georgia brand of course!  

 

 

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tropicalisland.de/japan/nara/images/KIX%2520Nara%2520-%2520Todai-ji%2520temple%2520is%2520the%2520star%2520attraction%2520of%2520Nara%25203008x2000.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tropicalisland.de/japan/nara/pages/KIX%2520Nara%2520-%2520Todai-ji%2520temple%2520is%2520the%2520star%2520attraction%2520of%2520Nara%25203008x2000.html&usg=__YeNoM-MkQ2uG8ilArFPvgPW7D8c=&h=640&w=963&sz=210&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=hoRWcYnRa_0z2M:&tbnh=98&tbnw=148&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnara%26hl%3Den%26um%3D1
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Coming events and speakers: 

TBA 
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Official Podium 

2:00 pm was the ceremony arrival time according to our schedule for the week 

(provided thoughtfully by the Heijokyo Club but in Japanese). Events started with tea 

in a side room at the Nikko Nara hotel; then we moved to the formal ceremony room 

for speeches by many dignitaries, including our Bill (with a translator, another Uni 

student this time originally from Spain). The longest Japanese speech went for over 

45 minutes. Following the speeches we transferred to the formal dinner room where 

we enjoyed a 5 course western style meal, initiated with a synchronised popping of 

champagne corks around the function room by the 50 staff in attendance. 

 

Official Dinner  

 


