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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710         BULLETIN 3rd November 2009  

 

 

Where we meet 

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0430 749 105 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

GSE Team Overview 

 

Fellow Rotarians, 

Last Thursday we had a stimulating visit from a Chinese GSE Team which 
is visiting our District 9710.  

The 5 Member Team only consists of one Rotarian, Bill Crampton as Team 
Leader, from the Rotary Club of Shanghai.  At present Chinese passport 
holders are not Rotarians as membership is currently not allowed by 
Chinese law, although this is expected to change. 

The Members are:    

Team Leader Bill Crampton, who has lived in China for about 16 years and 
first visited as an exchange student in 1986.  His firm is mainly engaged in 
training and especially in English language.  

Members:  Lily Liu, a lawyer who is head of the legal Dept of the German 
Industry and Trade Centre and who introduced the other Team Members.   

Carol Chen who is account manager with a firm assisting expats to settle 
into Chinese life.  Coco Wang who is project director of the Sunrise Library 
group which helps underprivileged children in 5 provinces.  Eric Liu is with 
the global Citibank.  

The Team had already visited 4 other Rotary Clubs in Canberra, the RC of 
Cooma and the District Conference.  Their English language level seemed 
very good including coping with the Australian accent. 

 Bill Crampton gave a Powerpoint presentation which began with his 

introduction to China in 1986 as a student when he had the opportunity to 
travel widely and showed the contrast in both rural and city life from then 
to the present time.  Over the past two decades China has made huge 
strides forward economically, with major emphasis on infrastructure 
development and education. 
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The Previous Week 

 

Guest Speaker/s: 

 

 

Meeting Co-ordinator 

 

November ς TBA 

 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

άFor good food, good fellowship, 

and the privilege to serve, through 

Rotary we give thanks.έ 

 

 With a population of almost 1.5 billion, there are many very big cities, 
with Shanghai being the largest, exceeding 20 million and about the size 
of the entire Australian population. 

China has a strong economy which has weathered the international 
financial crisis very well.  Because of this and as China is now our largest 
trading partner, this is an important reason why we have also survived the 
global meltdown so well.  We expressed our thanks to our Chinese friends 
for visiting and allowing us to learn a little more about their vast country. 

 Keith Gray 

International Committee 

 Shelter Box: 

 

$2.6 million of emergency shelter  
 

Over this past week, ShelterBox has distributed more than $1.2 million of 
emergency shelter to our disaster struck Pacific neighbours who have 
endured earthquakes, tsunamis and flooding. Add this to a previous month 
where ShelterBox responded to earthquakes and typhoons in Indonesia 
and the Philippines; massive flooding in West Bengal; a typhoon in China; 
hurricane in Mexico; and flash flooding in Niger.  
In total, over the past five weeks, ShelterBox with the assistance of our 
fully trained ShelterBox Response Team members (SRT), Rotarians and 
their Clubs have assisted with the distribution of more than $2.6 million in 
emergency shelter to those most in need.  
ShelterBox Australia SRT members and Rotarians Keith Robins, Hans Van 

Dyk, Gary Bidner, Mike Greenslade and Peter Pearce have all volunteered 

their time and expertise over the past six weeks to assist those who have 

lost everything. 
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Coming events and speakers:  
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Thankyou: Julie Pedler Childrens Medical Emergency Fund 

Rotary Club Burley Griffin received a Thank you card for the donation of $300.00 that 

was made during a previous Rotary Meeting. 

Congratulations to all Rotarians! 

 

 

 

Canberra Times:  Capital Miracle Workers Free Shi Yan  

Date October 31st 2009: 

ά!s a toddler, Shi Yan was badly burned when she pulled a pot of boiling water onto 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ нллоΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ DǳƛȊƘƻǳ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
difficult to access burns treatment and Shi Yan and her mother Guo Xiu Wei to travel 
to Australia in April. Shi Yan was treated at Canberra Hospital by paediatric surgeon 
Professor David Croaker and plastic surgeon Chandra Patel, who both worked for 
ŦǊŜŜΧΦ 

Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children chairwoman Sandra Mahlberg said Shi Yan 
was the fourth overseas child the club paid at least $30,000 in expenses and 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΧΦέ 

For further information  www.romac.org.au 
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Rosters: 

Contacts: Tony Brickwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Marcel Skjald: 

mskjald@live.com 

!ƭƭ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ .ƛƻΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

editor no later than Sunday 

Afternoon 6pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                      BULLETIN 3rd November 2009 

Club P rogram  

For all details of our Program visit:  

http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org 

 

Door Roster  

Thursday 5 November ï George Wilson & Ron Rabey 

Thursday 12 November ï Jenny Swanson & Bob Brading 

Thursday 19 November ï Mark McEwan & Vincent Mahoney 

Thursday 26 November ï Ron Rabey & Stephen McMillian 

 

International Toast Roster  

Thursday 26th November ï Jenny Swanson  

 

Vocational Update Roster  

Thursday 26th November ï Tom Davison  

If you can't do any of the rostered duties please arrange your own 

replacement or contact Tony Brickwood (0400 220 124) 

Claim the Date  

21st November STOMP (18)                                                  Target $4000 

 

Quote of the week:  

 

Any intelligent fool can make things bigger and more complex... It takes a 

touch of genius -  and a lot of courage to move in the opposite direction.   

Albert Einstein  

 

 

mailto:mskjald@live.com
http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/alberteins148840.html
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Halloween:  

The Origins 

dHistorian Nicholas Rogers, exploring 

the origins of Halloween, notes that 

while "some folklorists have detected 

its origins in the Roman feast of 

Pomona, the goddess of fruits and 

seeds, or in the festival of the dead 

called Parentalia, [it is] more typically 

linked to the Celtic festival of Samhain 

or Samuin (pronounced sow-an or sow-

in)".
[1]

 The name is derived from Old 

Irish and means roughly "summer's 

end".
[1]

 A similar festival was held by 

the ancient Britons and is known as 

Calan Gaeaf (pronounced kalan-geyf). 

The celebration has some elements of a 

festival of the dead. The ancient Celts 

believed that the border between this 

world and the Otherworld became thin 

on Samhain, allowing spirits (both 

harmless and harmful) to pass through. 

The family's ancestors were honoured 

and invited home whilst harmful spirits 

were warded off. It is believed that the 

need to ward off harmful spirits led to 

the wearing of costumes and masks. 

Their purpose was to disguise oneself 

as a harmful spirit and thus avoid harm. 

In Scotland the spirits were 

impersonated by young men dressed in 

white with masked, veiled or 
blackened faces.

[4][5]
 Samhain was also 

a time to take stock of food supplies 

and slaughter livestock for winter 

stores. Bonfires played a large part in 

the festivities. All other fires were 

doused and each home lit their hearth 

from the bonfire. The bones of 

slaughtered livestock were cast into its 

flames. 

:Wikipedia 
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Czech Proverb : You can make more friends in two months by becoming 
interested in other people than you can in two years by trying to get other 
people interested in you.  

 

Joke of the week: Global Warming 
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