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2009 

Last meeting details 

T.B.A 

 

Where we meet 

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0409 846 941 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Black Saturday Bushfires 

Rotary Club of Alexandra: Report 
 

 

 

This report is a brief outline of the current activities of the members of the 

Rotary Club of Alexandra as they work with the community to facilitate the 

effective recovery from the fire that has consumed the entire southern part 

of Murrindindi Shire including the Township of Marysville.  The Rotary Club 

of Yea is dealing with the western half of the Shire including the townships 

of Flowerdale and Hazeldene while this club is dealing with the eastern half 

including Marysville, Narbethong and Buxton.  The Rotary Clubs of 

Healesville and Whittlesea are addressing issues on the Southern part of 

the Shire (Healesville, Kinglake, Kinglake West etc. 

mailto:jmlittle@ozemail.com.au
mailto:bbrading@bigpond.net.au
mailto:mskjald@live.com


2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                     BULLETIN 6th JULY 2009 

The Previous Week 

 

Guest Speaker:  Berlinda Barnier  

“The Red Cross” 

 

Meeting Co-ordinator 

July – Tony McGloughlin 

August – Tony Brickwood 

September – Michael Rabey 

 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

“For good food, good fellowship, 

and the privilege to serve, through 

Rotary we give thanks.” 

 

    The Rotary Club of Southern Mitchell is dealing with the Kilmore area 

and the very western edge of the Shire of Murrindindi Situation reports will 

be circulated each Thursday until further notice. 

Thank you to all who have assisted the relief and recovery program in any 

way, receipts and thank you notes for contributions received are being sent 

directly by post. 

Regular community fire recovery newsletters can be accessed at 

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrenfoe.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+Fire~Home

+Page?open and open the ñCommunity Updatesò section. 

It is now five months since Black Saturday and just over 100 days since 

the fire was controlled.  The seasons have changed with rain, snow and 

frost now common place and dust has turned to mud.  Not an easy time if 

you are living in a caravan or shed on your block where your home once 

stood.   

The temporary villages at Flowerdale, Kinglake and Marysville are now 

occupied. Yet the people who were the heart of the community in these 

towns are not yet back together as some are living on their property, some 

in the villages and some in other towns.  The clearing of the remains of 

nearly 3000 sites was officially complete today, so rebuilding can 

commence. 

During the past weeks the work on the ground by Rotary and many others 

has focused on things like fencing (still much to be done) landscaping the 

temporary villages including pathways, play grounds and fencing. 

The recovery work is now strongly linked to the rebuilding of both the 

physical, economic and the social components of the community.  Not all 

has been plain sailing, only last week yet another fire at Lake Mountain 

threatened to close the resort but with the help of many people the resort 

remains open for business and there is currently good snow cover. 

Emerging issues: 

1. Marysville business centre:  The current project is to provide a 
substantial building as a transitional base for businesses to operate 
as the town centre is rebuilt.  This issue should be resolved in the 
next few weeks.  

2. A wide range of teams are working on effective engagement with 
the survivors so that Rotary and other external assistance is 
focused on real needs and involves as much as possible the people 
who will life in the area.  It is their home and their community, letôs 
not forget this. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrenfoe.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+Fire~Home+Page?open
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrenfoe.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+Fire~Home+Page?open
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Coming events and 

speakers 

 

Thursday 23rd July – Club 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker:  Professor Don 

Aitkin AO 

Topic: The Future of Canberra 
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3. The Marysville Golf Club lost considerable infrastructure including a 
number of bridges.  The Club is in need of help to replace the bridges 
and repair the damage. Most of the material is to hand but skilled 
willing workers are required to get the job done. 

4. The proceeds from the 2009 Alexandra Truck Rod and Ute show have 
been allocated to the building of a gazebo in Marysvilleôs Gallipoli 
Park. Rotary has agreed to be a cosponsor in this project which will 
include other fixtures that the people of Marysville require in the 
Park. 

5. Encouraging tourists to visit the area and support local businesses to 
create the economic foundation for the recovery ï Please come to 
support the community across all fire ravaged areas from Beechworth 
to Yarram and Noogee to Horsham For more information about 
whatôs on please visit: 
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/pages/victorian-bushfire-events.html 

6. Funds for the Rotary Fire Recovery account ï The current demands 
clearly show an ongoing need and new donations are required to 
sustain this service. 

Guest Speaker: Professor Don Aitkin AO             

Professor Don Aitkin is the acting Chairman of the National Capital Authority 
until 17 August 2009. He will be speaking on the future of Canberra. 

Professor Aitkin is a former Vice-Chancellor (University of Canberra, 1991-
2002), and currently the Chairman of the National Capital Authority, the 
Cultural Facilities Corporation, the NRMA/ACT Road Safety Trust, and Pro 
Musica Inc. He was for twelve years the Chairman of the Board of Agrecon 
Pty Ltd, a satellite imagery company and served for six months also as its 
CEO. He has a continuing role with the Canada Foundation for Innovation 
and the Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, as well 
as with a number of Australian organisations interested in education, 
research, urban development, and governance, matters about which he has 
strong and in some respects unorthodox views. He is a Fellow of the 
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, the Australian College of 
Education and the Australian Planning Institute. He was the first Chairman of 
the Australian Research Council (1988-1990), where he trebled the budget 
and established the ARC as an organisation of world class; he served for six 
years as a member of the Australian Science and Technology Council. He 
holds honorary doctorates from the University of Canberra and the University 
of New England. 

A historian and political scientist, he was a professor at Macquarie University 
and ANU, and is the author of a number of books on Australian history and 
politics as well as a novel. His most recent book is What Was It All For? The 
Reshaping of Australia (2005), and he writes a weekly column on education 
for the Australian Financial Review. In past times he was a widely read 
newspaper columnist in the National Times and the Canberra Times, a 
contributing editor of Newsweek, and a television and radio commentator. 

 

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/pages/victorian-bushfire-events.html
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Donated Software: 

Contact: Graeme Howieson 

 

Rosters: 

Contacts: Tony Brickwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Marcel Skjald: 

mskjald@live.com 

All Stories, photos, Bio’s to the 

editor no later than Sunday 

Afternoon 6pm. 

 

 

 

Quote of the Week: 

Albert Einstein 
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Club P rogram  

For all details of our Program visit:  

http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org 

 

Door Roster  

Thursday 23rd July ï Bill Andrews and Warwick Bradney 

Thursday 30th July ï Bob Brading and Phil Hawke 

International Toast Roster  

Thursday 23rd July - George Wilson 

Thursday 30th July ï Mike Purvis 

REMINDER ï please supply the Bulletin Editor with a copy of your 

information sheet 

Vocational Update Roster  

Thursday 30th July ï Jenny Swanson 

Thursday 27th August ï George Wilson 

If you can't do any of the rostered duties please arrange your own 

replacement or contact Tony Brickwood (0400 220 124) 

 

Claim the Date  

7th August ï Bar at Jumptown Dance Yarralumla Woolshed    Target $600  

8th August ï Bar at Jumptown Dance Albert Hall                   Target $600  

5th September ï STOMP (17)                                              Target $5000  

17th September ï International Dinner ï Stephen McMillan  

26th September ï Candle Festival Nara Park                         Target $4000  

23rd ï 25th October ï The Way We Wear Fair                      Target $1000  

24th ï 25th October ï District Conference in Cooma 

21st November STOMP (18)                                                Target $4000  

 

 

 

Quote of the Week : 

 

ñThe wireless telegraph is not difficult to understand. The ordinary 
Telegraph is like a very long cat. You pull the tail in New York, and it 
meows in Los Angeles. The wireless is the same, only without the catò. 
 
  -- Albert Einstein 
 

 

 

mailto:mskjald@live.com
http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org/
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Know Your Rotary: 

Spotlight Liechtenstein: Vaduz 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joke of the Week 

 òScienceó 
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Where are your fellow Rotary Clubs? 

Spotlight ï ñLucerne ò (SWITZERLAND ) 

Liechtenstein Liechtenstein  2000 Tue 1215 Hotel Real, Vaduz 00423-

2322222 

 

 

 

Joke of the Week  

The Schrºdingerôs Cat experiment in Quantum Physics:  

 
Take one ordinary cat, one large box, a particle detector, a radiation source, 
a bottle of cyanide gas. Hook up the detector so that if it detects a particle 
from the radiation source, it will open the cyanide gas. Set it up inside the 
box in such a way that there will be a 50% probability of a particle being 
detected from the radiation source within a five minute period. Add the cat 
to the box. 
 
Theory says that the cat will enter a quantum state where it is 50% alive and 
50% dead until the experimenter looks inside the box. However, reality 
teaches us that the severely annoyed cat WILL  escape the box well before 
the 5 minutes are up, attack the experimenter and depart just in time for the 
severely lacerated experimenter to watch the hammer descend on 
the cyanide bottle one inch from his nose. 
 


